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it is peculiarly necessary, in the interest of the tax-
payer, to impose a strict limit.    In the first place,
it is obvious that there is no end to the roads which
might be made with more or less advantage ; that in
each case it is very difficult to decide whether the
additional expenditure is worth the increased taxa-
tion ; and that we have not, and it appears cannot
have   under   existing   circumstances,   any kind   of
assurance that this question will  in  each  case be
satisfactorily  decided.     As  a  matter   of   fact,  the
Collector, or the Collector and the Engineer, originate
propositions  for  construction  and   repair  of roads.
The Government has no means of ascertaining whether
the road is one which ought to be made at the public
expense at all, or whether, if it is, the advantage is
commensurate with the cost.     In the next place, it
is not fair to throw upon any given generation the
expense of a road from which future generations will
derive an infinitely greater amount of benefit.    For
this reason it might be supposed that in common
justice roads ought to be made from loan-funds, in
which case their cost to the existing taxpayer would
be immensely lessened.    But successive Secretaries of
State have decided that this cannot be done ; and
their reason is (as expressed by the present Under-
secretary of State) that "if we were to borrow for
roads we  should go  on borrowing to the crack of
doom."    But if this is a reason for not providing
for roads by borrowed money, it is certainly also a
reason for a very slow and gradual expenditure upon
them so as not to burden unduly the present taxpayer.